
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cleaning your rifle not a spring clean!  

Ok time to talk wind!   Technical info on ammo  

Setting the parallax on your scope for the first time  

Joke of the month  

June Newsletter  
This month is a double feature due to the fact that I will be away with the team 
in Milan next month and will be spending a lot of time training and getting my 
gear together, so apologies in advance. 

 

Sad news from Italy  
Sadly during this week 
one of Italyôs best 
known competitors 
ñattilaò attilio 
bertolaccini  passed 
away. Iôm sure I  speak 
for all members that we 
send our deepest 
sympathy to his family 
and friends at TSN 
Milano.  

  

http://www.benchrest22.org/home.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cleaning your rifle not a spring clean!  
Since taking up .22 rimfire shooting, I h ave heard all sorts of stories from 
people on how they clean their rifle or how often they donôt clean their rifle. So 
I t hought I would share with you  the way I clean my rifle and gear that I use. 
If you research on products and techniques that are used its better to take all 
the points that people seem to agree on and stick with that or you could find 
yourself being lost in too much info. 
 

Step 1 
 
I use a bore guide 
which is made from 
aluminium and is 
design to fit bolt 
point o f the rifle. This 
is such a useful tool 
and saves you 
struggling to find the 
beginning of barrel to 
push the rod through 
which you will see in 
photos later. There 
are number different 
models available, 
some that of made of 
plastic. 
 

Step 2 
The rod that I have 
is a 900mm one -
piece stainless steel 
VFG rod that has a 
VFG adaptor on the 
end. This is one of 
two rods that I use 
in cleaning the 
barrel. I have placed 
a VFG felt on the 
end of the rod that is 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

slightly coarser than the ones that I will use later. I apply a solution of Napier 
bore solvent onto the felt and run it through a couple of times to give the 
barrel a good clean.  
I never re-pull the rod backwards. I take the felt off once it has been run 
through and re-attach the felt and run i t through again.  

 

Step 3 
I then attach two 
softer felts to the 
adaptor and run them 
through the barrel. 
Once the rod has 
passed through to the 
end of the barrel I 
take the dirty felts off.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
This process is done 
twice and each time 
clean felts are used. 
By using clean felt 
each time you can see 
when the barrel is 
starting to become 
cleaner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 4 
 

Next I use another 
rod that has an 
adaptor to push 
through a square dry 
patch. By using the 
bore guide you can 
see this process is 
much easier than 
trying to do it from 
the loading bay for 
the round, and you 
have much more 
control. Once this dry 
patch has come out of 
the other end it 
should be almost 
clean; if not then run 
through another 
piece until it is clean.  

 
 
 
 
 

Step 5 
There is an area that 
has two grooves 
where the extractors 
on the bolt slide into;  
this area can really 
get mucky and when 
you do your clean, itôs 
worth paying 
attention to this area.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Again I use a dry 
square patch and, 
using the head of a 
3mm screwdriver . I 
carefully clean the 
groove areas of any 
muck that might 
have accumulated 
since the last clean. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Step 6 
Finally I check the air 
flow hole that allows 
the gases to escape to 
make sure that it is 
clear of any grit and 
is not fouled in any 
way.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have done a good job, next time you put your 1st round through, you will 
hear that clean crack as the round travels down the range. It is also important 
to remember that it will take 15 ï 20 rounds before the rifle starts to shoot 
true again. 

Back 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ok time to talk wind!  
No Iôm not talking of the personal nature but of the wind on the range. We all 
want to get that perfect score but what holds us back is that gust of wind. So 
itôs good to have some devices to see what the wind is doing and the direction 
the wind is travelling from.  
 

 
 
I recently purchased this set of three flags that are made by Caldwell. They 
have a strong metal stake and are easy enough to put together. I got these 
through Midway UK , which come from the USA and retail for £45.62 which is 
not a bad price. If you look at Benchrest Central you can spend 3 times that 
amount. 
  


