
 

 

Portishead Shooting Club Nr Bristol  
I thought this month I would give an insight into my own club. All clubs are unique and have a 

different setup, so this will give you the view of the type of conditions that we shoot in at our club. 

 



 
The club is about 15 miles from the centre of Bristol and is 10 minutes off the M5 so easy to get to. 

The club has been around since 1946 with its original indoor 25yd range with 4 firing points, has a 

small but comfortable club room and main office area. 

We have around 100 members and some have been with the club since they were youngsters, so we 

have a good commitment by our members. 

I have personally been with the club now about 6yrs and it was only two years ago that a disabled 

ramp was put in to get to the club area. Come rain or sunshine I would bum down the steps to get to 

the main building with fellow members helping with my equipment. The installation of the ramp 

made a huge difference to the ease of access for me and other fellow disabled members. 

 

The club is set in beautiful grounds of an old quarry which is leased from the local church of 

Portishead.  As well as the indoor range it also has a 25yd outside Air Rifle range and a live fire range 

up to 100yds, there is also an area used by members to do archery. 

The club and its members share the range with its inhabitants of deer, kestrels, and other local 

wildlife which is unique for a range. On an evening during the summer you can sit there quietly and 

see all the wildlife come out to play; it gives a whole new side to what the club is about. Members 

are very careful to watch for the odd deer wandering onto the range, and I have never heard of one 



 
ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ п ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

clear idea of how many we actually share the range with. 

 

When we do have major work that needs to be done we have our very faithful digger and dumper 

truck. They may look like rusty old bits of machinery but they are great work horses and have saved 

the club thousands of pounds when it comes to major work like putting in the disabled ramp which 

needed tons of earth to be moved. They may take some work to get them going, but they do a 

fantastic job for the club. 



 

 

The grounds are kept in tip top condition by our man Cliff. He will be found at the club nearly every 

Friday cutting the huge amount of grassland that we have and he has his very own motorised 

lawnmower with a special, personalised number plateΧ ΨŎƭƛŦŦмΩΦ  

[ƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ Ŏƭǳō ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ to help with work that needs to be 

done around the place. We have members that are engineers, chippies, plumbers and electricians 

and ƛǘΩǎ with their help that we have such a fantastic club. It maybe small but that is the beauty of it, 

together with its great landscape. 


