
 

 

A sad day for Eley and the world of Rimfire 

 

On the weekend of the 18th October Bert Brookes who was the range officer for Eley passed away. 

Bert had helped a lot of the team members and members of our association in batch testing at Eley. 

He was such a nice guy and when you met him you didn’t see him as a salesman for Eley and Bert 

would be happy to answer questions and just make your day at Eley feel like fun and worth the trip. 

Bert was 68 and loved his job as he just didn’t want to retire, when you entered his office it was just 



 
full of pictures of shooters and plaques from all over the world. Martin that has worked alongside 

Bert for last 8 months will be the range officer and I know that he will do a great job as he had the 

best teacher he could have to be able to carry on the work. 

A wreath has been sent on behalf of the team and of the association and our heartfelt thoughts go 

to his family and co-workers at this very sad time, Bert will be sadly missed by shooters from all over 

the world that have had the privilege to meet him. 

New season has begun 
Soon comes round doesn’t it, but this time it’s going to be a little different as I mentioned in the last 

newsletter.  There will be divisions which are going to make it more interesting for everyone who is 

going to take part. You will be able to see which division you are in on the next round or if not it will 

be the round after.  So if you have the drive, now is the time to start getting competitive, so get out 

there and make those shots count! 

Paul Lane Rifle and Pistol Club one day shoot 
John Farrell who is a member of Paul Lane club is organising a one day shoot which will take place 

Saturday 6th December. It will include Sporter, Varmint and Unlimited. Also this will cover Air Rifle 

Hunter. 

The cost for the day will be £10 to cover range hire and prizes. The competition is open to anyone 

who shoots benchrest or is interested in having ago. For more details and to sign up please contact 

John directly by email: J.Farrell j.farrell2@ntlworld.com. 

Club Address is: Paul Lane Rifle and Pistol Club, Mirfield Rifle Range, Colne Bridge, Huddersfield. 

Here are directions for the range: 

http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?utm_campaign=en_GB&utm_medium=ha&utm_source=en_GB-ha-

emea-gb-bk-gm&utm_term=street. 

Please don’t forget to let us know how it went and pictures to go with it, good luck John. 
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Wind Flags 
We have talked a lot recently about wind flags, but a lot of 

members who have them swear by them. Being able to read the 

wind is an important factor to getting good scores. I have been 

shooting with flags for a couple of months now and each time a 

find myself learning more and more. I recently invested in some 

flags from a guy called Dan Killough in the States and I have to say 

they are brilliant; they come with stands and are adjustable in 

height as well. For a set of four it cost me $130 plus $49 for 

shipping this comes to just about £100. I did some practice at the 

beginning of the month and was hitting 250 and 249. The Sunday 

12th I did a practice with another 250 and then the first match card 

of the season with a 249.  Would I have been able to do this without the flags?  I don’t think so! 

Being able to read the wind IS an important factor in our sport to be able to do well; there are other 

things but this does seem to be one of the major features. 

Dan is a real nice guy and easy to deal with – check out his website for details at 

http://www.killoughshootingsports.com/index.html and you can email him at Dan Killough 

dan@killoughshootingsports.com.  

If you’re a bit of an engineer and a DIY person, then you could make your own. A guy called Doug 

Weeter has supplied details on his website on how do so - here is the link: 

http://www.thewindisnotyourfriend.com/flags/build/page10.html. 
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Barrel tuner for sale 
Alan Coombs has a Cicognani barrel tuner that will fit a 1913 Anschutz barrel. Cicognani tuners have 

a plastic sleeve which is made to size to fit the barrel. If you have a different barrel then you can 

contact Cicognani to get a new sleeve made. For more details please contact Alan direct by email: 

Alan Coombs alan@coombs16.freeserve.co.uk. 

 

I also have one for sale, but again you need to order a sleeve for it which is around €10, but my one 

is in blue. 

Tip for the month 
I say tip of the month but maybe I am the only one that didn’t know about this. I was cleaning my 

rifle at the weekend and cleaning the outside of the barrel I found a brown residue coming off the 

barrel. I rang round a couple of friends and was told this is rust forming. Well, to get over this 

problem use some gun oil like express oil on a cloth and just go lightly over the whole barrel. You can 

get a synthetic cloth that will do the same thing. 
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Ok funny story time 
I say funny story, it wasn’t funny at the time since it happen to me, but I can personally laugh about 

it now since my team mates laughed at it at the time. 

While in Milan for the World Championships I had taken all my money in Euros and had wanted to 

pay in advance for my room so that I wasn’t carrying around loads of money - we were are taking 

about just over €800. On the morning I had gone to reception and asked if I could pay for the room 

in advance and the guy said no problem but he wouldn’t have the bill ready until later in the day, so I 

had said fine I would see him later. Well I went to the range for the day and as we all walked back I 

stopped off to buy some tobacco since it was really cheap there. Got back to the hotel and there was 

a different guy on the desk and I said that he should have a bill ready for me, to which he said yes 

and handed it to me. So I went into my wallet to get the money out that I had carefully folded so not 

to get mixed up with the rest of my money. The only problem was the money was missing from my 

wallet! I told the guy I needed to sort something out first so not to show the problem. Rang one of 

my team mates to tell them what had happened - I have to say I was in a bit of a state. So we tracked 

what I had done that day and we went back to see if the money had dropped out in the shop and to 

see if anyone had handed it to the shop manager. I think if someone had found 800 Euros in cash 

they would most likely keep it. Well, the manager said nothing had been handed in.  At this point I 

was getting really upset as all the money I had I the world was with me in Milan. My team mate was 

very good and said not to worry as we could sort it. 

Anyway we got back to the hotel and the only other time I could think of was when I got my wallet 

out was in the breakfast room in the hotel, so we called the hotel manager and explained to him 

what had happened. Now it didn’t look good that a guy in a wheelchair turns up Milan and then says 

he has lost his money to pay for his room, but we started to make our way to the lift to go the 

breakfast room. At the same time the guy on reception had telephoned the man who I had spoken 

to in the morning. 

The guy said wait I have to tell you something. 

He said you have already paid! What I had done forgotten was that in the morning, I had given the 

guy the money to pay for the room and had totally forgotten all about it and all I had to was pick up 

the receipt! My head fell to my hands with embarrassment and my team mate laughed his head off. 

I was so relieved and thankful to the hotel staff for sorting everything out. 

So, if you find yourself in this situation, make sure you write on your hand that you have paid so you 

don’t look like the fool I did.  Like I say, I can laugh about it now but not at the time. 



 
So there you go, you can have a good laugh at my expense! If you have something to share with us 

then email with details and don’t forget we want to hear about your local club and send some 

photos. 

 

That’ is for now, happy shooting. 

Andy Dubreuil andydubreuil@talktalk.net  
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