
 

 

The United Kingdom Benchrest Nationals 2009 
Yes in August 2009 UK’s 2nd nationals and an event 

to add to your diary for next year. Our 1st national 

that was put on by founder, Pat Phelps was brilliant 

and we hope to make it as good and bigger this 

time round. 

It will run from the 28th August through to 31st 

August which is the Bank Holiday Weekend at 

Portishead Shooting Club Nr Bristol. Portishead has 

already started work on making the club ready for 

the event. It will include Air Rifle as well as Rimfire 

this time round. UKBR22 would hope that all the 

entries will be members but if we are not able to fill 

all the spots with members from UKBR22 then it 

will be open to other shooters, but members WILL 

get priority so don’t panic. Closing date for entries is 1st April 2009 so you have time but it will be 

first come first served so don’t leave it to long to make your mind up. 

The event will cover the following: 

 50m outdoor unlimited and light varmint (10 ½ lb) Rimfire. 

 25y indoors unlimited and light varmint (10 ½ lb) Rimfire. 

 25y outdoors unlimited and light varmint (10 ½ lb) Air Rifle. 

Entry fees are £20 and £10 per additional discipline. Entry fees will be none refundable after the 1st 

April There will be Gold, Silver and Bronze medals for each of the disciplines and also Club Teams 



 
which will consist of 3 nominated competitors from each club involved (each club entered must have 

3 members to make a team). 

Also running alongside the nationals will be entry into the Rimfire World Postal and for the first time 

a World Postal for Air Rifle which is being sponsored by Steyr, for rules for both please see the 

website. 

There is a couple of ways to be able to stay local for the event. If you wish to camp or bring a 

caravan there is limited space at the club (please contact the organiser for details, see website for 

details). Plus there are two hotels, one just 5 minutes from the range which is Premier Inn (see 

website for details) and the other is Days Inn which is just 15 minutes from the range (see website 

for details). I must stress if you are going to book at one of the hotels, please book when you send 

your entry forms in as the hotels get booked very early in the year and we don’t want you to be 

disappointed Portishead is just off the M5 at junction 19 and 15 minute drive to get to the range. 

As the time goes along we will be giving any other details that maybe of help. 

So you can see this is going to be a mega event and as they say you got to be in it to win it! 

The UK Benchrest Scene 
There is a new forum called The Benchrest Directory which is dedicated to Rimfire and Air Rifle 

which has just been launched. If you have not seen it or joined up already, then check it out at: 

http://benchrestdirectory.forumup.co.uk/. 

News from around the world 
In the USA apart from Obama being the next president, benchrest has a new program on the 

agenda. Some may know the name but Dan Killough has put together a Pro League with a $5,000 

jackpot. In the States a lot of the matches are based on financial winnings and all the shooters do 

shoulder-to-shoulder shoots. 

It’s not something I think will ever come to the UK or Europe for that matter. As someone said to me 

the other day they would prefer to have a medal so they have something to show for what they 

achieved in a competition which I personally agree with. 

Germany has been holding some local competitions and if you visit their website you can see photos 

of what they have been getting up to (www.benchrestschiessen.de) 

http://benchrestdirectory.forumup.co.uk/
http://www.benchrestschiessen.de/


 
South Africa is winding down for the year and doing some fun shoots and a bit of game shooting. Just 

a thought for our South African friends, maybe it would be good to get a website up and running so 

we can see more of what you get up to. 

In Australia Bill Coles got beaten by his daughter in a competition and made the newspaper, I’m sure 

that Bill is very proud of her coming 1st and Bill coming 2nd. 

Holland has apparently joined the benchrest scene and hopefully in 2010 we will see them at the 

European championship. 

Help for Heroes 

 

Picture from Help for Heroes website. 

This month on the 9
th
 November is Remembrance Day. It’s the day when we remember all service 

men and women who have given their lives or have served on the front lines of wars that have passed 

or are ongoing in the name of freedom for our country and those countries that have or are facing the 

blood of terrorism across the world today. Our soldiers who have fought or are fighting at this moment 

in time are given strength in knowing that unselfish sacrifice is not going unnoticed.  

Servicemen and women who are coming home injured for life face a future of uncertainty and to help 

them a website has been set up so that everyone can make donations to help these fine people who 

put their lives on the line to help others. 

Those who are not fans of the X-factor may be not aware that they have produced a single that was 

written by Mariah Carey and sung by all the contestants. This has gone to number one in the charts 

and the money raised from this is also going to the charity and can be downloaded or purchased from 

your local music stall. 

Argument on Bisley for the Olympics 2012 goes on! 
If you get the magazine Target Sports, you may have seen notes on the petition that was started by 

Nicola Heron. Target Sports says that 11,000 signatures have so far been passed through over the 



 
building of a TEMPORY RANGE in Woolwich which will cost £20 million to build and then a further £4 

million to knock it down. Like all shooters we want to see the money spent on Bisley so that we all 

have something that will be a place of excellence for the future of our sport. From the point of view 

of benchrest shooting, it’s embarrassing when asked if we can hold a European or World 

Championship here in the UK. The answer is no we can’t because we don’t have the facility 

anywhere in the UK to do this. The new Lord Mayor, Boris Johnson has got on side with the shooters 

and has wasted no time in making his views known to the Government. And as Target Sports says 

the Government could be starting to change its mind on Woolwich. The closing date for the petition 

is 18th December. If you have not signed this petition or know someone who maybe interested in 

signing it then pass the word to all your friends, fellow shooters, clubs and family members. And 

maybe we can win this issue; it’s not too late to sign up, all shooter have to work together on this 

one to bring the much needed money to Bisley and maybe one day we will behold a European or 

World Championship here in the UK.  Don’t waste time and get the link sent out to everyone you 

know! 

http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/OlympicShooting.  

A note to all who may read the newsletter from the website 
Each month I send out the newsletter with a copy of the scores to all those for whom I have email 

addresses but I’m getting a lot bouncing back as the email addresses do not work. If you want to 

receive the newsletter and scores directly please can you email me with you current email address.  

Those that do get the email you don’t have to email me.  Hope that makes senseJ. 


